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Dear Parents/Guardians of Cliffwood Elementary, 

As quickly as the months of February and March came, they just as quickly flew by! 

During the month of February, Cliffwood students focused on the theme of kindness. In addition 

to my monthly lesson, students and staff recognized Random Acts of Kindness Week. Cliffwood 

participated in a number of ‘kind’ events (i.e. friendship bracelet making, kindness themed 

morning meetings and classroom mission boards, and kindness themed days) as well as some 

special ‘random acts of kindness’ for the hardworking Cliffwood staff (i.e. random acts of 

kindness awareness bulletin board, donated coffee and lunch, and free massages). The positive 

feedback from students and staff provided more evidence that even the most simple, random act 

of kindness, can truly leave a lasting mark on those it touches. 

To facilitate a smooth transition from February to March, March’s theme was that of 

‘courage,’ specifically the courage it takes to stand up for oneself when someone is being 

unkind. Something that I often speak with students about is the courage it takes to show 

kindness, even when it is difficult to do so. During my lesson, students read Big Red and the 

Little Bitty Wolf written by Jeanie Franz Ransom, which tells of a modern day scenario taking 

place in a reverse version of the classic, Little Red Riding Hood. In the story, Little Bitty has to 

persevere and summon the courage to not only stand-up for himself, but more so, show the 

courage it takes to put on a brave face and show kindness towards someone who does not expect 

it. To aid in this lesson, students created their own ‘Little Bitty Brave Face Masks’ to remind 

themselves that even when it may seem hard or scary, putting on a ‘brave face’ is the first step in 

the journey towards a positive mindset and belief that they can stand-up for themselves. 

I want to thank the Cycle 1 Peer Buddies for their wonderful participation in the program 

as well as congratulate the Cycle 2 Peer Buddies on their acceptance! The Peer Buddy program 

is truly such an incredible opportunity for students of all abilities to work together towards the 

common goal of inclusivity and develop relationships with peers from all walks of life! 

During the month of April, students can look forward to learning about the monthly 

theme of ‘trustworthiness.’ Please note this friendly reminder as well to sign-up for Cliffwood’s 

Career Day, taking place May 14, 2019. All sign-ups are due in by April 15, 2019. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Levine 

Mrs. Levine, School Counselor 
jlevine@marsd.org 

732-705-5630 
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Please remember to try 

to visit your local 

Matawan-Aberdeen 

Library for some free and 

fun family activities! 


